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Humane Society International conducted an analysis of lion (Panthera leo) trophy trade data using the UNEP-
WCMC CITES Trade Database (http://www.unep-wcmc.org/citestrade/trade.cfm ) on 15 February 2007. Data
contained in this Database are from the annual trade reports submitted to the Secretariat of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) (www.cites.org ) by Parties to that
Convention. Thelion (P. leo) islisted on CITES Appendix 1l which meansthat trade is allowed but is regulated
by the Parties.

The findings are as follows:

¢ |n 2005, the most recent year for which trade data are available, South Africareported exporting 322 lion
trophies (Table 1), most of which (206 or 64%) were captive-bred (Table 2).

e The number of lions exported as trophies in 2005 is more than 21 times the number in 1982; the first year for
which data on lion hunting trophy export are available is 1982 when 15 lion trophies were exported from
South Africa (Table 1); the number of lion trophies exported steadily increased over the following ten years,
reaching 164 in 1992; the number of lion trophies exported remained stable for the following ten years until
2002 and 2003 when South Africaincreased exports dramatically to 231 and 235 lion trophies, respectively;
in the past two years for which data are available, South Africa again increased exportsto 325 and 322,
respectively.

e The number of captive-bred lions exported from South Africa as trophiesin 2005 is more than five times the
number in 1994 (Table 2); 1994 isthefirst year on record for the export from South Africa of captive-bred
lions as trophies; 41 captive-bred lions were exported as trophies in 1994; in 2005, the most recent year for
which data are available, South Africareported exporting 206 captive-bred lions as trophies.

e Between 1975 and 2005, 69 countries imported lion trophies from South Africa (Table 3); the United States
imported more lion trophies from South Africathan any other country in al years on record; in 2005, the
United States imported 59.6% of these lion trophies; Spain and Germany also import many lion trophies from
South Africa.

e Between 1975 and 2005, 41 countries imported captive-bred lion trophies from South Africa (Table 4); the
United States imported more captive-bred lion trophies from South Africa than any other country in all years
on record; in 2005, the United States imported 58.3% (120 of 206) of these lion trophies; Spain, Portuga and
Germany also import many captive bred lion trophies from South Africa.

e From 1994 to 2005, South Africa reported exporting 877 captive-bred lions as trophies; most of these (57.5%
or 504) were imported to the United States.
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Table 1: Gross export trade report, lion trophies from S. Africa, 1975-2005, all sources, as reported by South

Africato CITES

75|76 |77 |78 |79 |80 |81 |82 |83 |84 |85 |86 |87 |88 |89 |90 |91 |92 93 94 95 |96 |97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 |05

Year

10 |88 |19 |65 |77 |164 130|231 |118 |52 |110 |85 |124 |154 164 231 |235|325 322

0 |0 151 |13 198

0

0

Quantity |0 |0 |0

Table 2: Gross export trade report, lion trophies from S. Africa, 1975-2005, captive-bred source, as reported by

South Africa to CITES

75|76 |77 |78 |79 |80 |81 82 83 |84 |85 86 87 |88 |89 |90 91 92 93 |94 |95 |96 |97 |98 |99 |00 |01 |02 03 04 |05

Year

20 |33 |73 /108|129 |220 206

o0 o0 0 0 0 0 O 0 O O 0 |41 |14 |20 /103

0

0

Quantity |0

Table 3: Gross import trade report, lion trophies from South Africa, 1975-2005, all sources, as reported by other

countries to CITES, in order of number imported in 2005
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Country
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Russia
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Table 4: Gross import trade report, lion trophies from South Africa, 1975-2005, captive-bred source, as reported

by other countries to CITES, in order of number imported in 2005
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