
OUT OF THE CAGE, INTO THEIR ARMS 
Ending South Korea’s dog meat trade
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A dog watching the 
rescue team at work 
on a dog meat farm 
in Wonju (2016).
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South Korea is the only country in the world known to have established 

large-scale dog meat farming, slaughtering an estimated 2.5 million dogs 

each year. 

 On these farms, dogs are usually kept in small, barren cages, without 

protection from the sun or snow or even a solid floor on which to stand.  

The pitiful conditions endured by the dogs often result in physical pain and 

psychological trauma; many dogs suffer from untreated wounds, diseases 

and/or malnutrition. It is not uncommon to find dogs self-mutilating or in 

complete mental shutdown, as a result of the depression and trauma of 

their existence. For those who survive this meager existence on the farms, 

they meet their end—having never known anything but brutality and 

indifference—at one of the nation’s markets or slaughterhouses.

South Koreans are often told that dogs raised on these farms are 

“soulless,” and that life in the meat trade is their destiny. But we have met 

these dogs. We have looked them in their eyes and we see their souls. A 

dog is a dog, and all are equally worthy of compassion and protection from 

cruelty.

Waiting to die, fighting to live: 
Life on a dog meat farm

Waiting for their 
moment of rescue in 
Wonju (January 2017).
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Farm 5, April 2016, Wonju 
Meredith Lee/HSI

Farm 6, November 2016, Wonju 
Woohae Cho/AP Images for HSI

Farm 4, December 2015, Hongseong 
Frank Loftus/HSI

Farm 5, April 2016, Wonju 
Meredith Lee/HSI

Farm 6, January 2017, Wonju 
Jean Chung/For HSI

Farm 2, March 2015, Hongseong 
Manchul Kim/AP Images for HSI
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Farm 7, March 2017, Goyang 
Jean Chung/For HSI 

Farm 5, April 2016, Wonju 
Meredith Lee/HSI  

Farm 3, Haemi, September 2015 
Frank Loftus/HSI

Farm 6, November 2016, Wonju 
Woohae Cho/AP Images for HSI 
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Farm 7, March 2017, Goyang 
Jean Chung/For HSI 

Farm 6, January 2017, Wonju 
Jean Chung/For HSI 
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Farm 2, February 2015, Hongseong 
Manchul Kim/AP Images for HSI
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Farm 5, April 2016, Wonju 
Meredith Lee/HSI 

Farm 5, April 2016, Wonju 
Meredith Lee/HSI 

Farm 5, April 2016, Wonju 
Meredith Lee/HSI 

Farm 6, January 2017, Wonju 
Jean Chung/For HSI 

Farm 7, March 2017, Goyang 
Jean Chung/For HSI 

Rescued from Farm 7, Goyang 
March 2017, Andrew Kelly/AP 

Images for The HSUS 
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Caspian, adopted by 
British ambassador Charles 
Hays and his wife, at the 
British Embassy, Seoul.
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A dog among diplomats

HSI staff came upon tiny Caspian at a farm in Goyang in January 2017 while 

preparing for a farm closure. He was so small and seemed to be freezing, 

and the team convinced the farmer to let him go there and then (the farm 

closed in March). Needing frequent feeding and care, Caspian spent the 

early days after his rescue being carried around in hand luggage by the HSI 

rescue team. During a visit to the British Embassy in Seoul, he was spotted 

by an embassy representative who wanted to help, and who began asking 

around the embassy to see if anyone might foster the little pup. He ended 

up finding a home with the ambassador, Charles Hay, his wife Pascale 

Sutherland and their daughters. He’s adjusted well, though he’s nervous 

around gates, which Pascale thinks remind him of his old cage. “I used to be 

afraid of dogs, but Caspian showed me there wasn’t anything to be afraid 

of,” Pascale told us. Unless, of course, you happen to be the ambassador’s 

sock, which has become Caspian’s favourite chew toy.

From food to friend, 
Caspian is a much-loved 

addition to the British 
ambassador’s family.
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A dancing Shadow finds joy

Farm 6, January 2017 
Wonju, South Korea

Not only is Shadow now learning to be a dog, she’s learning to dance. Still 

quiet and reserved most of the time, Shadow “does the most amazing 

pirouettes and twirls on her back legs when excited,” says her new owner, 

veterinarian Emily Mugford, who often takes Shadow to work with her. And 

now Shadow has plenty to be excited about: the arrival of dinner time, 

walks, the moment when Emily gets home from work, waking up in the 

morning. Even though she’s a little bit tentative, she’s adjusted to her new 

life so well that Emily suspects she must have been someone’s pet before 

she ended up at the meat farm—sadly, not an uncommon occurrence with 

these animals. 
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Shadow with Dr. Roger 
Mugford, renowned dog 
trainer and Shadow’s 
‘granddad’ in South 
West London.
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Bindi was adopted by 
Pip Tomson and lives  
in Oxfordshire.
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All the warmth she needs

When the HSI team came to get the dogs at Farm 6 in Wonju, it was the 

middle of winter and bitingly cold. Bindi and her cagemate—who, unlike the 

other dogs, were getting a tiny bit of warmth from a nearby bonfire—were 

the first animals they saw, wagging their tails frantically and running up and 

down in their small cage, two bundles of energy desperate for their rescuers’ 

attention. When the HSI team opened their cage door to lift them out, they 

trembled in the arms of these new humans. Now, though, there’s plenty of 

warmth and love for Bindi—and plenty of food. “She loves her food—which 

isn’t surprising considering what little she was given while languishing on 

the dog meat farm. She’s certainly making up for lost time now!” says 

adopter Pip Tomson. “I cannot adequately explain how rewarding it is to see 

her grow in confidence. And it’s a privilege to be entrusted with this little 

dog’s life.”

Farm 6, January 2017
Wonju, South Korea
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Leaving fear, finding friends

From a wire cage in Wonju where she had to fight to get enough food to a 

warm, safe home, Elsa is acclimating to a world where other dogs can be 

fun companions rather than creatures she has to compete with to survive. At 

first she was protective of her food, and jealous of attention shown to other 

pets in the household, but after a few weeks, she started to relax. She has 

toys now—including her favourite, a stuffed piglet—a Jack Russell-mix 

buddy named Mickey, and a predilection for collecting shoes and 

distributing them around the house. Considering her past life makes her 

adopter, Louise Collins, think of how fortunate she is to live without 

constant fear. “Every day on the farm their senses are assaulted by fear until 

they are brutally and cruelly killed. That is no life for any animal, and having 

experienced the gentle nature of Elsa, it is incredible she has survived

relatively unscathed.”

Farm 6, January 2017
Wonju, South Korea
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Elsa, adopted by Louise 
Collins, now lives in 
Buckinghamshire.
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Sophie was adopted by Catia 
Da Costa and lives in Essex. 
Below: Scooter was adopted 
by Moggy Boyde and lives 
in South West London. 
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High-speed happiness

Sophie was found in a cage with her puppy, Scooter. He was fearful of the 

world and stuck to her like glue. Now building trust with his human 

companions, Scooter takes advantage of his new freedom, tucking in his tail 

and running “as fast as his very short legs will go, just for the joy of 

running,” says adopter Moggy Boyde—a love of speed that got him his new 

name. Sophie’s adopter, Catia Da Costa, reports that Sophie is settling into 

her beagle nature, spending a lot of time in the kitchen and learning to jump 

high—usually to get at some food. “I feel a better human being, a happier 

person, because I was able to give Sophie a better life and make her feel 

loved, something that she probably never had,” Catia says.

Farm 6, January 2017
Wonju, South Korea



18   Humane Society International

Big Solomon makes big friends

Solomon, formerly known as Waldo, got a lot of new friends when he came 

to live with John and Shari Cutchin. Not only does he have two dogs to hang 

out with, he’s gotten to meet some larger companions, too: Shari says the 

dog is mesmerized by the couple’s horses. “He loves to be out at the barn 

with them,” she says, and he loves showing them affection. He also tries to 

eat the horses’ hay—possibly a holdover from the days when he didn’t have 

enough to eat and needed to take whatever sources of sustenance he could 

get. Still, he’s learning how good he has it now. He spends his time 

shadowing Shari around the house and sunbathing on the back deck, and 

when he wants something, he’ll let the family know by pawing them or 

poking them with his nose. 

Farm 5, April 2016
Wonju, South Korea
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Solomon was adopted 
by John and Shari 
Cutchin and lives in 
the USA.
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Bounce was adopted by Kate 
Sibley and now lives in Buck-
inghamshire. Bottom: Faith was 
adopted by Kimberly Cox and 
also lives in Buckinghamshire.
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Rescued dogs return the favour

Bounce and Faith have gone from the boredom and deprivation of a barren 

cage to wonderful new homes—and new careers. Both dogs have gone into 

training to become “bio-detection” dogs, professional sniffers who use their 

talented noses to detect the scent of cancer in human patients. They’re 

adjusting happily to lives with new families and learning the ropes at Medical 

Detection Dogs, the organization that’s teaching them to help scientists in 

their work.

Farm 5, April 2016
Wonju, South Korea

Farm 5, April 2016
Wonju, South Korea
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Lend me your eyes and I’ll change what you see; lend me your heart 
and I’ll change how you feel; lend me your hands and 
I’ll change what you do.  

Humane Society International’s holistic approach to ending the dog meat 

industry in South Korea includes working in collaboration with those whose 

livelihoods are currently dependent on it to ensure that we achieve two goals: 

the protection of animal welfare and the implementation of alternative 

economic opportunities for the farmers. By assisting dog meat farmers in 

transitioning into humane, economically viable alternative livelihoods, we are 

creating models for change with farmers who want to leave the industry. 

These models can ultimately be replicated throughout the country with 

governmental support.  

 Not only do the farm conversions become models for change, the farmers 

we work with become strong allies and voices in our united call for an end to 

the dog meat industry. Furthermore, the rescued dogs—who are readily 

adopted internationally—become ambassadors for the public awareness 

campaign, helping to dispel the belief, widely held in South Korea, that dogs 

for meat and dogs for companionship are somehow different. 

 Since 2014, HSI has now closed nine dog meat farms (with a tenth one 

planned for July) and more than 850 dogs—including those profiled here—

have been rescued and offered new lives in the United States, Canada and the 

United Kingdom. They are now enjoying their second chance at life, free from 

fear, and their adopters report that their new pets show an amazing resilience 

and willingness to forgive.

 Throughout the world, dogs serve people loyally, as companions, as 

therapists in hospitals and schools, working with armies and police forces. 

And like all animals, they deserve the right to be protected from cruelty. We 

are fighting for the day when the dog meat industry is consigned to the 

history books, when dog farms are closed down and when a dog’s value is 

never again measured on a butcher’s scale.

Creating models for change
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The destruction of the 
cages that housed so much 

suffering for so many years. 
Haemi, October 2015.

Land once used to farm 
dogs for meat, now 

transformed to growing 
blueberries. Ilsan, 2015.
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ABOUT HSI

Humane Society International and its partner 

organisations together constitute one of the world’s 

largest animal protection organisations. For more 

than 25 years, HSI has been working for the 

protection of all animals through the use of science, 

advocacy, education and hands-on programmes.

“I’ve been farming dogs for 20 years … I used to eat dog meat but 
now I can’t eat it. I’ve heard that more and more dog meat 

restaurants are shutting down and now it’s not a business that 
people are willing to do for a living. Dog meat consumers are also 
getting less and less, so although I can’t say it will be ended, I can 

say it is a dying business for sure. I think that HSI’s idea to urge the 
South Korean government to work with farmers like me to close 

farms, is a great plan.” — Mr. Kim, owner of Farm 5


