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Humane Society International (HSI) 

extends the work of The Humane 

Society of the United States around the 

globe to promote the human-animal 

bond, protect street animals, support 

farm animal welfare, stop wildlife abuse, 

curtail and eliminate painful animal 

testing, and confront cruelty to animals in 

all of its forms. 

Global Initiatives 
HSI and its partner organizations together 

constitute one of the world's largest animal 

protection organizations-with over 11 million 

constituents worldwide. 

 

As an effective force for animals, with the 

support of advocates and donors, and depth of 

technical and scientific expertise, we have 

helped to build greater awareness, to improve 

animal care, and to help enact strong legislation 

and policy to protect wildlife, companion animals, 

farm animals and lab animals throughout the 

world. 

 

HSI supports local animal advocates and 

organizations in numerous countries world-wide 

to provide direct, hands-on care to animals in 

need and to spread the culture of compassion.  

HSI strikes at the root of problems affecting 

animals by providing the tools and resources to 

prevent animal suffering both now and in the 

future. 

 

HSI is one of only a few international animal 

NGOs working to assist and protect not just 

companion and wild animals but also animals in 

laboratories and on farms.  Unlike wildlife 

conservation organizations, HSI works to 

advance individual animal welfare as well as to 

protect threatened populations.  For example, 

while some conservation groups argue that the 

elephant ivory trade is acceptable because it is 

sustainable in southern Africa, we oppose the 

ivory trade because it is cruel and provides a 

legal cover for illegal poaching, just as we 

oppose the global traffic in parts of wild animals. 

 

 
African Elephant displaying its ivory. 

 
HSI conducts a variety of programs aimed at 

stopping wildlife suffering and abuse.  These 

include a major campaign aimed at stopping the 

killing of seals for commercial purposes, a 

campaign to stop shark finning and the 

consumption of shark fin soup, a campaign 

against mercy release programs that encourage 

the capture and subsequent release of wild 

animals and substantial work on the wildlife trade 

(via CITES and other activities), on efforts to stop 

commercial whaling (via the IWC), and attempts 

to improve wildlife protection mechanisms in 

international trade negotiations.  In addition, HSI 

is active in campaigning against fur garments 
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and in promoting wildlife contraception as a 

humane way to manage wildlife populations 

(particularly elephants) without the stress of 

capture and release. 

 
HSI actively supports the education and 

development of animal protection organizations 

through a variety of educational and hands-on 

programs.  Every year, HSI organizes an 

international track as part of the Animal Care 

EXPO aimed specifically at attendees from 

international animal organizations. 

 

HSI also organizes and supports workshops 

across the world to enhance the capacity and 

skills of the international animal movement.  As 

part of this approach, HSI has developed 

programs and technologies that permit high 

volume sterilization of street dogs.  These 

projects train veterinarians, veterinary 

technicians and animal handlers, change the 

way communities view street animals, and 

indirectly and directly enhance the capacity of 

local organizations while also improving the 

wellbeing of street dogs. 

 

 
HSI's veterinary work in Haiti has steadily increased to help both 
street animals and communities. Gwynne Beatty 

 

HSI has active campaigns against extreme 

confinement agriculture in India, Brazil, Mexico 

and Canada.  In addition, HSI is engaging the 

European Union, the FAO and the OIE on farm 

animal welfare and cooperating with international 

animal NGOs to press for husbandry 

improvements that will reduce animal suffering in 

many nations. 

 

HSI Latin America established an overreaching 

agreement with the Department of Animal Health 

in Costa Rica to collaborate on several issues 

regarding animal welfare, including internal 

capacity building on animal welfare issues and 

handling of animal welfare cruelty tips.  

Companion Animals and 

Engagement 
 

HSI is training veterinarians worldwide in high 

volume spay/neuter.  HSI established its first 

veterinary training center in Jaipur, India offering 

veterinarians throughout India and surrounding 

countries the opportunity to develop their surgical 

skills so that they can participate in (or start) 

safe, high-volume and humane sterilization 

projects. In Panama, HSI has joined SPAY 

Panama in reaching veterinarians throughout the 

Latin American region. In the Philippines, a 

training program for Filipino veterinarians has 

been established in partnership with 

Southwestern University. To date, nearly 75 

veterinarians have passed through the program, 

and we have reports that its graduates, many of 

whom are the senior veterinarians on their 

respective islands, are now implementing 

spay/neuter approaches to replace culling 

programs. As one graduate stated, “With the HSI 

training, I can now help animals on my island as I 

always intended.”   

 

In Haiti, our veterinary program reached 6,600 

animals in 2012, offering life-saving vaccinations, 

treatment and surgeries. In partnership with the 

CDC and the Haitian Department of Agriculture, 

we are training veterinarians and veterinary 

agents in small animal medicine and zoonotic 

disease to help both street animals and human 

communities in Haiti. 

  

HSI has conducted (or sponsored) high-volume 

street dog sterilization programs across the 

globe including; 10,000 sterilizations in 

Bhutan,11,000 in the Philippines, 6,000 in India, 

and 4,300 in Costa Rica. World Spay Day 2012 

http://www.hsi.org/news/news/2011/04/haiti_spay_neuter_clinics_040511.html
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resulted in 45 international organizations 

participating globally. Animal Care Expo 2012 

included 155 international attendees with 40 

countries represented. In addition, 13 

international veterinarians participated in 

internships at US animal shelters nationwide. 

 

 
Street dogs are everywhere. Alex Rothlisberger/HSI 

 

In Bangladesh, HSI in partnership with the local 

organization, Obhoyaronno, worked with the 

government to create a high-volume dog 

sterilization program as an alternative to the 

mass culls in the capital city, Dhaka. In 2012, 

Dhaka announced it will end all dog culls.  On 

the island of Mauritius, dog culls have been 

carried out on a regular basis and another was 

imminent but HSI spoke to government officials 

and outlined the success of the Philippines 

program.  The Mauritius government has now 

committed to developing an alternative 

spay/neuter plan that will, we hope, lead to a 

permanent halt of the culling program.  

 

HSI UK was a cosponsor and organizer of a 

ground-breaking scientific conference in York, 

England, which brought together key researchers 

and stakeholders from all over the world to 

discuss street dog management programs. 

 

In conjunction with other NGOs, HSI-Latin 

America is promoting new legislation to help 

street animals. Additionally, HSI-Latin America 

participated in drafting new legislation regulating 

puppy mills and dog fighting in conjunction with 

the Department of Animal Health.  

HSI Latin America launched an anti-dog fighting 

campaign in Costa Rica, which included training 

for law enforcement and government 

representatives. Over 100 police and 

government officials were trained on handling of 

dogs and evidence found during raids. At least 

four raids were carried out of breeding facilities 

of dogs commonly used in dog fighting, resulting 

in 98 confiscated dogs. Over 80% of the dogs 

were able to be rehabilitated.  Through the work 

done in 2012, HSI Latin America was able to 

identify a direct connection between dogs used 

for fighting in Costa Rica and those used in the 

United States. 

 

 
Cynthia Dent, Regional Director of HSI/Latin America, inspected  
dogs rescued from fighting before being moved to a safe 
location./HSI  

 

HSI Canada continues to work in Quebec to 

strengthen enforcement of laws on puppy mills 

and partnered with the Quebec authorities to  

 

 
Forced to breed again and again. Michelle Riley/The HSUS 
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provide emergency sheltering and find 

permanent homes for more than 700 dogs and 

puppies rescued from commercial dog breeding 

operations in Canada. The Government of 

Quebec, in consultation with HSI Canada, 

established new regulations to restrict 

commercial dog breeding in the province and 

increase penalties for worst offenders. 

 

 
Quebec Rescued Dogs Are on Their Way to a Better Life and Soaking 
up affection. HSI/Canada 

Farm Animals 
 

In the past year, thanks to HSI advocacy, NGO 

coalition lobbying documents, including those of 

Climate Action Network International, included 

consideration of animal welfare and the need for 

reduced global meat consumption as strategies 

to address climate change. 

 

HSI will continue to influence the direction of the 

animal agriculture sector globally, by calling for 

higher welfare standards promoted by 

international 

bodies 

including the 

OIE, ISO, and 

various U.N. 

entities.  HSI is 

also pressing 

for changes in 

funding  
HSI Awards Student Scholarships for Farm  
Animal Welfare Research. 

patterns to end international investment in 

intensive animal agriculture. 

Our farm animal protection campaigns are 

gaining support in major emerging and 

developing economies.  The majority (20 of 28) 

of Indian states have agreed that battery cage 

confinement is in violation of India’s existing 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act.  The Royal 

Government of Bhutan has banned caged 

confinement of hens.  A growing number of 

retailers in India, Brazil, Costa Rica, and Mexico 

are adopting cage-free procurement policies, and 

HSI has helped local groups throughout Asia and 

Latin America launch their own campaigns 

against battery cages and gestation crates.   

 

HSI-Latin America, in conjunction with HSI’s 

Farm Animal Department launched a cage-free 

egg campaign in Costa Rica and established a 

working relationship with one cage-free producer 

who is interested in expanding the consumption 

of cage-free eggs. Two small restaurants 

transitioned to a cage-free egg policy, one other 

added the cage-free option to its menu and two 

supermarkets are considering plans to promote 

cage-free eggs. 

 

 
Cage-free / Erin Van Voorhies 

 

HSI-Farm Animals’ campaigners have also 

started active campaigns in Vietnam and China.  

Working with partner groups in China and with 

colleagues in HSI UK, we were able to bring 

about the cancellation of a proposed investment 

by a British company in a huge foie gras 

production facility in China that would have been 

located adjacent to important wetlands habitat. 
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Ducks and geese are force fed to produce foie gras 

 

HSI Canada worked with Canada’s official 

opposition party to develop a more humane 

agricultural policy position and was among the 

organizations that persuaded the Retail Council 

of Canada to support a sector-wide move to 

phase out the sale of pork that came from 

facilities using gestation crates. 

Research and Toxicology 
 

HSI’s Research & Toxicology Department is 

leading a global campaign to end animal testing. 

Our world-class team of scientists, political 

specialists and campaigners are active on every 

continent, working to persuade governments and 

companies to replace inhumane and unreliable 

animal models with state-of-the-art non-animal 

methods.  

 

Ricky Gervais 
In Europe, HSI campaigned alongside other 

animal protection organizations to achieve the 

world’s largest cruelty-free cosmetics zone. We 

partnered with ethical cosmetics giant LUSH to 

gather nearly half-a-million petition signatures 

from caring citizens, including Paul McCartney, 

Judi Dench, and Ricky Gervais, to convince EU 

decision-makers to hold true to their promise of 

banning the sale within Europe of any and all 

beauty products tested on animals after March 

2013. 

With victory almost within our grasp in Europe, 

HSI launched the global Be Cruelty-Free 

campaign—the largest multi-national effort in 

history to end animal testing for cosmetics, with 

active programs in Australia, Brazil, Canada, 

India, New Zealand, South Korea, the United 

States and beyond. 

 

In India, our campaign produced a tremendous 

groundswell of political pressure that led the 

country’s top cosmetics regulator to issue a 

directive to eliminate animal tests for beauty 

products. 

 

 
India’s award-winning actress and legislative assembly member, 
Debasree Roy has given her backing to HSI’s Be Cruelty-Free 
Campaign. 
 

In Brazil, HSI organized a scientific workshop to 

promote swifter acceptance of animal testing 

alternatives by government regulators and 

industry (Brazil has subsequently improved its 

cosmetic testing guidelines). We have also 

financed practical training courses for 
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Russian and Brazilian authorities in the use and 

interpretation of internationally recognized non-

animal test methods in an effort to speed 

acceptance of alternative approaches in these 

regions. 

 
Building on HSI’s success in achieving the 

largest-ever reduction in animal test 

requirements through revision of European 

pesticide regulations, we launched another 

signature campaign—REACH Beyond Animal 

Testing—to see the same animal testing 

alternatives adopted under Europe’s regulation 

governing the Registration, Evaluation and 

Authorization of Chemicals (REACH). Our high-

level policy interventions have the potential to 

spare millions more animals from needless 

suffering and death and to see millions of Euros 

allocated to humane science.  

As a driving force behind the high profile EU-

funded project AXLR8 (pronounced 

“accelerate”), HSI is helping to bring together 

leading scientists working to develop advanced, 

non-animal tools for safety testing and 

biomedical research to advise research funding 

bodies regarding future research needs and 

priorities in this area.  

HSI is also working independently, through a 

grant from the World Society for the Protection of 

Animals, to secure a substantial increase in 

government funding for this life-saving non-

animal research.  

HSI and its allies led a successful campaign to 

convince Air Canada to end shipments of non-

human primates destined for harmful research 

and testing. 

Wildlife 
 

HSI has many programs to protect wild animals 

from abuse.  While some conservation 

organizations accept killing or capturing wild 

animals for profit as long as it is maintained at a 

level that does not harm wild populations, HSI 

argues that it is also wrong to kill animals in a 

cruel manner or for frivolous purposes, such as 

trophy hunting. 

 

HSI has a long history of protecting cetaceans 

such as whales and dolphins. We were 

instrumental in the establishment of a ban on 

commercial whaling adopted under the 

International Whaling Commission (IWC) and a 

ban on trade in whale meat and blubber adopted 

under the U.N. Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species (CITES); we 

continue to work to keep these bans in place. We 

also work to reduce whale meat consumption; in 

2012, we successfully urged the U.S. 

Commissioner to the IWC to send a letter to 

Amazon.com requesting that they implement a 

corporate-wide policy prohibiting the sale of all 

whale and dolphin meat products; we also 

successfully urged  Amazon Japan to amend 

their list of prohibited items (so as to exclude 

whale and dolphin products) and Amazon.com 

amended their list of prohibited items on the U.S. 

site to exclude the sale of products containing 

shark, whale or dolphin. 

Also in 2012, HSI and others convinced the 

government of South Korea to withdraw its 

proposal to implement a so-called scientific 

whaling program. HSI also successfully lobbied 

to have the intentional setting of tuna nets on 

cetaceans prohibited by the Western and Central 

Pacific Fisheries Commission. 

HSI also works to protect cetaceans in captivity. 

HSI and others convinced the Minnesota Zoo, 

after its sixth dolphin death in six years, to close  
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its dolphin exhibit. On the other side of the world, 

HSI and others stopped a dolphin display facility 

from being established in Sindhudurg, India. 

HSI’s global campaign against shark finning 

continued to gain momentum in 2012.  Shark fin 

sale bans were adopted in nine Canadian cities 

and the Union of BC Municipalities (which 

represents more than 160 local governments) is 

moving towards supporting a provincial and 

federal ban on shark fins. Shark fin sale bans 

adopted by Illinois, California and Oregon in 

2011 went into effect at the beginning of the  

 
Shark fin bans help to reduce the demand and relieve the cruelty. 

 

year. In China, HSI’s public education and 

engagement campaign reduced shark fin 

consumption and resulted in an announcement 

by the government of China that, within 3 years, 

the Chinese government will no longer serve 

shark fin soup dishes at official functions. 

 

HSI also successfully lobbied the Western and 

Central Pacific Fisheries Commission to prohibit 

the targeting, retention, trans-shipment and 

landing of oceanic whitetip sharks. Finally, HSI’s 

efforts led to the closing of legal loopholes in the 

European Union shark finning ban. 

 

Around the world, hundreds of millions of wild 

animals are captured for the purpose of being 

released in the Buddhist practice known as 

“mercy release.” HSI has been working closely 

with Buddhist leaders to increase awareness 

among temple and congregation members of the 

animal cruelty and ecological threat caused by 

this practice.  

In 2012, HSI and The American Buddhist 

Confederation of New York announced plans to 

encourage the Buddhist community to support 

animal welfare instead of the ritual of releasing 

animals, such as birds, fish and turtles, into the 

wild. 

 
Animals released outside their natural habitats and in groups large 

enough to establish breeding populations often wreak havoc on local 

ecosystems. EAST 

 

Billions of wild animals and their parts and 

products are traded internationally each year. 

HSI works with other organizations to establish 

or increase CITES protection for species 

threatened by this trade. In 2012, HSI prepared 

the ground for the March 2013 meeting of the 

CITES Conference of the Parties. The countries 

that have signed the treaty meet every three 

years to decide on new protections for species 

that are traded internationally. HSI successfully 

lobbied the U.S. government to submit a CITES 

proposal to protect polar bears by banning the 

international trade in their skins. We also 

successfully lobbied countries to submit CITES 

proposals to protect oceanic whitetip, scalloped 

hammerhead, great hammerhead, smooth 

hammerhead, and porbeagle sharks as well as 

reef and giant manta rays and freshwater 

sawfish.  

In 2012, HSI took part in a series of 

presentations at a press conference at Beijing's 

National Aquatic Center, where we and our 

Chinese partner groups, Beijing Capital Animal 

Welfare Association (CAWA) and the Chinese 

Journalist Salon for Animal Protection (CJSAP), 
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called on the Chinese public and authorities to 

help arrest the escalating rhino poaching crisis. 

The event was attended by representatives from 

the Chinese International Chamber of Commerce 

along with many other influential stakeholders, 

and was extensively covered by local and 

national media. 

 
Poaching causes great suffering and threatens rhino populations.  

 

HSI is committed to finding innovative solutions 

to solve wildlife problems. When African elephant 

populations in confined reserves or parks grow 

too large, wildlife managers have resorted to 

lethal population control. For the past 12 years, 

HSUS and HSI have supported the development 

of elephant contraception. 

 

In 2012, our contraception program received not 

only positive press in influential African 

publications and 

newspapers, but also 

financial support from 

the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service to 

conduct contraception 

of all elephant 

populations in parks in 

KwaZulu Natal 

province, South Africa, 

for three years. Also in 

Africa, HSI also 

promoted humane,  
The endangered African Lion 

 

non-lethal solutions to human-lion conflict. In 

2012, we provided funding for the construction of 

four bomas—meaning "fence" in Swahili—to 

protect people and their cattle from lions and 

other predators in Tanzania, thus reducing the 

number of lions killed. 

 

HSI UK’s office campaigned, alongside partner 

organizations in the Team Badger coalition, 

against the UK government’s plans to introduce 

widespread badger culling as part of its strategy 

to reduce the impact of bovine tuberculosis in the 

dairy and beef industries. As well as bringing a 

comprehensive legal challenge to the 

Convention on the 

Conservation of 

European Wildlife 

and Natural 

Habitats (Bern 

Convention), HSI 

UK also raised 

public awareness 

of the scientific 

and ethical 

concerns relating 

to this issue, and 

helped garner 

scientific, public 

Badger culling postponed in the UK 

and parliamentary opposition to the proposed 

cull.  In doing so HSI UK contributed to the 

postponement of badger culling in 2012, and 

continues to campaign to end this policy in favor 

of science-led measures to reduce disease 

transmission of tuberculosis between cattle. 

HSI UK, alongside partner organizations, 

initiated a campaign to introduce a close season 

for hares in England and Wales, in order to help 

declining hare populations, protect pregnant and 

lactating hares and their leverets, and bring 

England and Wales into line with Scotland, 

Northern Ireland and much of the rest of Europe.  

The increased public and political awareness of 

the issues and the associated 2012 campaign 

has laid the groundwork for progress in 2013 and 

beyond. 

 

HSI Latin America continued to work on curbing 

illegal wildlife trade in Central America.  In 2012, 

with funding obtained through the United States 
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Hare populations have suffered serious declines. Andy Fisher 

 

State Department, HSI LA developed an 

interactive CD used to train government officials 

on confiscated wildlife identification and 

handling. A total of fifty eight government officials 

in three countries were trained. This includes a 

group of people trained to implement future 

trainings. Additionally, in 2012, HSI Latin 

America finalized work on a rescue center in a 

border area in El Salvador, in conjunction with 

the local Ministry of Environment. The staff for 

the rescue center was trained to use high 

standard protocols.  During 2012, HSI Latin 

America developed infrastructure plans and 

gathered information needed to construct a 

rescue center and temporary holding facility for 

Honduras.  

 

HSI Canada documented the 2012 commercial 

seal hunt and our evidence helped persuade 

Switzerland and Taiwan to work towards seal 

product trade bans. The largest seal product 

processer in Canada closed as a result of the 

lack of global seal product markets for an 

estimated stockpile of 400,000 seal skins.  

HSI Canada continued to build support within the 

federal government for a sealing industry buyout.   

Despite the presence of a party system of 

government (which strongly discourages 

individual Members of Parliament from speaking 

out critically about positions in the party’s 

platform), increasing numbers of Canadian 

politicians are quietly signaling that they would 

accept a buyout of sealing licenses to end the 

hunt once and for all. 
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Financials 

 

For the Twelve Months Ending December 31, 2012

Revenue

Contributions and Bequests 3,971,052$           

Grants and Trust Contributions 464,410$              

HSUS Support 4,738,492$           

Other Income 115,809$              

Total Revenue 9,289,763$           

Expenditures

Program Services 7,926,664$           

Management and General 421,878$              

Fundraising 1,227,453$           

Total Expenditures 9,575,995$           

End of Year Net Assets (708,163)$             

Ratios

Program services 82.8%

Management and General 4.4%

Fundraising 12.8%

82.8%

4.4%
12.8%

Expenditures

Program services

Management and General

Fundraising
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International Partnership Activities (a selection) 

 

HSI is represented at the annual meeting of the World Animal Forum (a meeting of the CEOs of 

international animal protection organizations). 

Dr. Andrew Rowan is on the Board of the World Society for the Protection of Animals. 

HSI is an international member of Eurogroup for Animal Welfare. 

HSI is a founding member and is represented on the Executive Committee of the Species Survival 

Network. 

HSI is represented on the coordinating committee of ECOPA, the European association of alternatives to 

animals’ centers and programs.   

HSI is a member of InterAction, the association for international development and disaster response 

organizations in the USA.   

HSI is a founder and member of the Fur-Free Alliance. 

HSI is a founding member of ICAM (International Companion Animal Management Coalition). 

HSI supports the Asia for Animals conferences, the Middle East Network for Animal Welfare conference, 

a conference for Caribbean animal organizations and the Africa Network for Animal Welfare. 

HSI provides advice on animal welfare matters to the U.S. Trade Representative’s Office as a member of 

the Trade and Environment Policy Advisory Committee (TEPAC). 
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