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Respected Ministers,

I am writing to you to kindly request that you update the Government of India's policy on
cosmetics testing on animals. The reason why I am addressing you jointly is because the
subject of animal testing for cosmetics is jointly governed by regulations that are promulgated
by departments in your ministries.

The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1960 (PCA) governs animal experimentation in the
country. The Committee for the Purpose of Control and Supervision of Experimentation on
Animals (CPCSEA) has been constituted under the provisions of the PCA and the rules
framed there under. Presently the CPCSEA is under the administrative control of the Ministry
of Environment and Forests.

The Drugs and Cosmetic Act 1940 (DCA) and the rules framed thereunder (Drugs and
Cosmetic Rules, 1945) deal with the manufacture and formulation of cosmetics, and other
regulations with regard to the standard and sale of cosmetic products in India are governed
and regulated by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the National Standards Organization that formulates
various Indian Standards for products including cosmetics. The Schedule S of the Drugs and
Cosmetic Act, 1940 relies on the standards formulated by the BIS

The involvement of these multiple departments calls for a joint effort to update the policy
regarding animal testing of cosmetics.

Currently, Indian law does not expressly require animal testing for cosmetics whose raw
ingredients are generally recognized as safe according to BlS or its counterparts in Europe



and the United States. It prescribes animal testing for new cosmetic ingredients, and makes it
optional for manufacturers of other products to test them on animals, including manufacturers
of international origin who come to India with a contract research facility.

Consequently, newly developed raw cosmetics ingredients in India can be subject to the
same sorts of tests as any other chemical. This can include skin and eye irritation tests, where
chemicals are rubbed onto the shaved skin or dripped into the eyes of rabbits; repeated oral
force-feeding studies lasting weeks or months to look for signs of general illness or specific
health hazards, such as cancer or birth defects; and even widely condemned "lethal dose"
tests, in which animals are forced to swallow massive amounts of a test chemical to determine
the dose that causes death. At the end of a test the animals are killed, normally by
asphyxiation, neck-breaking or decapitation. Pain relief is not provided.

The European Union has already enacted legislation to prohibit all cosmetic product and
ingredient testing on animals within its borders, with a precedent-setting ban in 2009. When
introducing the ban, EU policy-makers acknowledged that animal testing for cosmetics was
neither morally nor scientifically justified. In March 2013, the EU is due to extend this ban to
further prohibit the sale of cosmetics subject to new animal testing-whether of the finished
product or any ingredient, no matter where in the world this testing has been carried out.

I urge you to take swift action to ensure that India is the next major market in the world to ban
cosmetics animal testing. At a time when as many as 18,000 existing cosmetic ingredients are
available to manufacturers and more than 400 companies around the globe have sworn off the
use of new ingredients that have been or may be tested on animals, there can be no excuse for
India not taking a pro-active stance towards eliminating animals in the testing of cosmetics.

Cosmetics tests on animals have been roundly criticized worldwide, not only for the suffering
endured by the animals, but also because the results they produce can be of dubious relevance
to humans. Conventional animal tests are decades old, first devised when science had only a
very basic understanding of toxicity. The differences in how humans and other species react
to the same substance adds a further complication, and consequently animal tests often fail to
accurately represent or predict real-world reactions.

Now that the world's largest cosmetic market has already turned its back on animal testing,
India must not be left behind. Instead, we should play a full and leading role in advancing
science without suffering. In April 2012, Humane Society International and its partners
launched Be Cruelty-Free-the largest-ever global campaign to end cosmetics animal testing.
I respectfully urge you to support our efforts in India by driving an initiative forward to ban
the use of animals for testing cosmetic products and ingredients.

Yours sincerely

~~
MLA B.T.M. Layout,
Kamataka

CC: Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
Secretary, Ministry ofEnvironrnent and Forests
Director General, Bureau of Indian Standards
Chairman, CPCSEA
Chairman, Animal Welfare Board ofIndia


