
Push for the Commission to deliver a new EU Animal 
Welfare Strategy to ensure strong commitments to 
further progressing the welfare of animals in the Union.

Call for legislation requiring the meaningful labelling 
of all products containing animal fur so consumers 
can make informed decisions.

Push for the food sector to be included in the EU’s 
climate commitments to encourage a shift towards more 
climate-friendly plant-based diets.

Urge for the adoption of supplementary EU legislation 
to prohibit the trade in wild animals taken illegally in 
their country of origin.

Advocate for import permits to be issued by EU Member 
States for ALL hunting trophies from Annex B species.

Strongly stand by the EU’s position aiming to achieve 
coexistence between people and large carnivores and 
advocate for humane non-lethal management measures 
to reduce and resolve human-wildlife conflicts.

Humane Society International/Europe is a leading force for 
animal protection in the EU, with active campaigns to protect 
wildlife, reduce and replace animal use in scientific research and 
product testing, to combat the slaughter of marine life, and to 
improve conditions for animals farmed for food, skins and fur.

For more information, please contact Dr Joanna Swabe, 
Senior Director of Public Affairs, HSI/Europe via 
jswabe@hsi.org or +31 651 317004
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HSI/Europe’s European 
Election Priorities
In May 2019, candidates from across all EU Member States will stand for 
(re)election to the European Parliament. The protection of animals is an 
issue very close to the hearts of many EU citizens. The EU elections 
therefore present a great opportunity to show voters you are committed 
to improving the lives of animals kept on farms, in laboratories or found 
in the wild. Humane Society International has identified a number of 
campaign priorities, which are outlined below, along with a number of 
election pledges that you can make to help achieve progress for animals 
in the EU during the 2019-2023 Parliamentary term!

Achieve Meaningful Fur Labelling
EU consumers are currently being failed by the present EU labelling requirements for 
fur products under the terms of the Textiles Regulation, which are both inadequate and 
confusing. The legislation is also not being implemented properly and consumers are 
routinely being duped into buying real fur products that they assume are, or are 
labelled as being, fake. 

Legislation requiring the meaningful labelling of all products containing 
animal fur is needed so consumers can make informed decisions.

Adopt a New Animal Welfare Strategy
In 2006, the Commission adopted the Community Action Plan on the Protection and 
Welfare of Animals 2006-2010, which set down the strategic basis for EU animal welfare 
policy. This was followed up by the EU Strategy for the Protection and Welfare of Animals 
2012-2015. Three years on, all the planned actions have finally been completed, yet no 
new animal welfare strategy has been forthcoming.

The Commission must deliver a new EU Animal Welfare Strategy to ensure 
strong commitments to further progressing the welfare of animals in the Union.

Promote Climate Friendly Diets
The UN has warned that the international community is nowhere near on track to keep 
temperature rise below 1.5C and avoid dan-gerous climate change. Food production is a 
major greenhouse gas (GHG) emitter, yet while policies are in place to reduce GHG 
emissions from the transport and energy sectors, no policies currently exist to reduce 
the food sector’s outsized climate impact. 

The food sector must be included in the EU’s climate commitments to 
encourage a shift towards more climate friendly plant-based diets.

Close loopholes in EU Wildlife Trade Regulations
The current EU Wildlife Trade Regulations have a gaping loophole. It is still possible to 
legally trade in domestically protected species taken in violation of the national legislation 
of third countries. Once smuggled out of their country of origin enter into international 
trade flows. For example, wild animal species, such as reptiles and amphibians, which 
have been taken illegally, will end up being sold perfectly legally as exotic pets on the EU 
market. This trade has a devastating impact on animal populations elsewhere in the world.

Supplementary EU legislation is needed to prohibit the trade in wild animals 
taken illegally in their country of origin.

Promote Coexistence with Large Carnivores in the EU
The survival of species, such as the brown bear, wolf and lynx, is threatened by habitat 
degradation and fragmentation, low social acceptance among some interest groups and 
extensive poaching. The EU has played an active role in helping to achieve coexistence 
between people and large carnivores through regulatory measures and effective 
non-lethal mitigation techniques. 

HSI/Europe advocates for humane non-lethal management measures to 
reduce and resolve human-wildlife conflicts.

Reinforce Import Controls for Hunting Trophies
In February 2016, the EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking sought to improve 
Member State compliance with EU wildlife legislation by implementing EU rules on 
importing hunting trophies “to ensure that such trophies are of legal and sustainable 
origin”. This means that: 

EU Member States should require import permits for hunting trophies from 
all Annex B species to ensure that they are of legal and sustainable origin.


